DECLARING THE GOSPEL
“...I declare unto you the gospel...” (I Corinthians 15:1)
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Editor’s Note: If you have not received and read the first part of this lesson,
please contact us and we will be happy to send it to you.

THE AUTHORITY AND APPLICATION OF
THE BIBLE - Part 2

There are certain Old Testament examples which teach us that following exactly
what God says is essential to our salvation. Think about two priests—Nadab and Abihu.
In Leviticus 10, the Bible tells us that these men offered “strange fire” (some versions say
an “unauthorized fire”) before the Lord “which He had not commanded them.” Fire
rained down from Heaven and killed both of them. The point is that it was something that
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Gospel) to save people from their sins. God did not choose
drama or acting. Someone might say, “Well, but those things
weren’t a part of first-century society.” History begs to differ,
for history tells us that in Corinthian society amphitheaters
and play areas were available, and that they represented a
very popular method of entertainment during that time.
However, instead of saying “Go act out the Gospel,” Paul
said that God chose the foolishness of preaching to save
those who are lost.
Authority in worship also is seen as it relates to
the type of music that Christians are supposed to use
according to the New Testament. One of the clearest
examples of how we must apply biblical authority to New
Testament worship is found in singing. As we search from
Matthew through Revelation, we do not find instruments
of music being used by the New Testament church.
Remember, of course, that we are not under the Old Law
today. Colossians 2:14 and Ephesians 2:11-16 teach us that
the Old Law has been nailed to the cross. We do not follow
the Old Law because we are under the New Law today.
Inside the pages of the New Testament, we do not find
instruments of music being approved for use in worship. In
fact, God tells us to sing. Colossians 3:16 says that we are to
admonish “one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Ephesians
5:19 (the parallel passage) tells us that we are to speak “to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord.” These passages
together show us that God has told us exactly what He wants.
He wants Christians to sing with their voices and to make
music in their hearts. The text of I Corinthians 14:15 tells
us to sing “with the spirit...and with the understanding also.”
We are to give God the glory as we teach the lost through
our singing. Yet, never does God tell us to use mechanical
instruments. What is interesting about this is that when
God wants us to do something, He tells us what He wants,
and that is all He wants. God does not expect us to add to
His Word. And we understand this principle in everyday
life. Supposed you send your child to the grocery story with
five dollars. You tell him that you want him to purchase a loaf
of bread and a gallon of milk. The child purchases both of
those things, but he also buys a lot of candy. If you ask
him, “What are you doing with this candy? I told you to
get a gallon of milk and a loaf of bread,” and the child
says, “Well, you didn’t say not to get any candy,” would
that be acceptable? No, it would not. When you said exactly
what you wanted, that meant that you did not want anything
else. That is the way God is. Imagine how gigantic the
Bible would be if God told us not only what He wanted,
but He also had to tell us exactly what He did not want! If
God had said, “I want you to do this, but I do not want you
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to do this, or this, or this…,” it would be redundant. When
God tells us what He wants, that is exactly what He wants.
As we think about the authority of the Bible in
worship, we also need to note that this relates to women’s
role. We live in a society where women are thought of
very highly. And they ought to be! Women have an
important place in Christ’s kingdom today. But in the New
Testament, it is clearly taught that women should not have
a leadership role where men are available. The text of I
Timothy 2:9-12 teaches, “But I suffer not [do not permit] a
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but
to be in silence.” The idea there is clear. Women are not
to teach or be in authority over men. That is very clear.
Women should not preach. They should not be in places of
authority. And where there are Christian men available, it
would be a sin for a woman to teach a man the Gospel in
such a setting. We must be very careful to follow the teaching
of the Scriptures and the application of that teaching to
Christian living.
The application of authority also is seen in matters of
salvation. The authority of the Bible is so essential as it
relates to matters of salvation. When we ask the question,
“What must one do to be saved?,” we are not asking what
the religious leaders of the day think, what we “feel” we
must do to be saved, or what some man has written about
salvation. We are asking, “Is there any word from the Lord?”
(Jeremiah 37:17). There are some examples that we could
consider of how the authority of men is causing men not to
find salvation today. For example, where is the authority in
the Bible for saying “the sinner’s prayer” to be saved?
Have you ever thought about that? Where is the sinner’s
prayer in the Bible? Some today say, “You need to pray this
prayer: ‘Dear Jesus, I receive you into my heart and I
accept you as my Lord and Savior.’” Where is that found in
the Bible? You can search from Matthew through Revelation,
and you will not find a single account of someone being told
that in order to be saved they needed to “pray the sinner’s
prayer.” It simply is not there. That is not something that
the New Testament teaches. Yet hundreds of thousands
of people are being told that this is what they must do in
order to be saved. Think about this: If it is not in the Bible,
yet we are being told that this is what we must do to be
saved, are we really being saved? Or, are we simply
following the teaching of men, which according to Proverbs
16:25 leads to death?
Another way in which the authority of God, as it
relates to salvation, is seen very clearly among us today is
seen in the doctrine of “faith alone.” Where does the Bible
say that faith alone will save us? The Bible certainly says
that we are saved by faith. The Bible teaches that belief is
essential. Jesus said in John 8:24 that if we are not willing to
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believe that He is the Son of God, then we will die in our sins.
So, yes, belief is essential. But where does the Bible say that
“faith alone” is what we must have to be saved? The Bible
does not say that. In fact, the Bible says the exact opposite of
that. In James 2:24, the Bible says, “Ye see then that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” Make a
note of this. The only time in the Bible that the phrase
“faith only” occurs is when the Bible says the exact
opposite of what many in the religious world today are
teaching. So do you see how essential the authority of the
Bible is in matters of salvation? Do you see how important
it is to follow God’s Word? We can all understand the
Bible alike because we can all read from the same pages
of the Bible and come to it, knowing that it is the inspired
Word of God. As we trust it as God’s inspired Word, we
can all understand it alike. How can we do that? Here is
the key to all of us being able to understand the Bible alike.
We must set aside our prejudice, our bias, what family
members may have believed for years and years, and we
must take the Word of God exactly as it is—the truth on
salvation. The Bible is the only truth that we have today.
Jesus said, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth”
(John 17:17). We are told that the Word of God is the only
source of truth for us today. It is the only way we can be
saved. In John 8:32, Jesus said, “And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” If it is the truth
that makes us free, and if God’s Word is truth, then we
need to come to the Bible and the Bible alone to see what
we must do to be right before God.
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What does the Bible say that a person must do to be
saved? We are not asking what men say. They are not our
authority. We are not asking what books written by men say
or what people have done in the past. Rather, we are
asking: What do the Scriptures teach that a person must
do to be saved?
First, a person must hear God’s Word. He or she
must, as pointed out in this lesson, recognize that the Bible is
the only authority in matters of religion. Once we recognize
that and have heard the Word of God, then, second, we
must trust in Jesus and have faith in Him as the Savior of
the world. Jesus said in John 8:24 that if we do not believe
that He is God’s Son, we will not be saved. Once we
believe in Jesus, then, third, we must turn from a life of sin
and turn to God. Peter preached in Acts 2:38 that those
people had to repent to be saved. The same is true today.
Fourth, once we have repented, then we must confess Jesus
as our Savior. Paul said in Romans 10:10, “For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” Yes, we must confess
Jesus orally to be saved. But, fifth, the Bible also says that
we must be baptized in water for the forgiveness of our sins.
In Acts 2:38, Peter said, “Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins...” Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved...” (Mark 16:16). Today, I want to plead with
you to accept the authority of the Bible and to live your life
only by it. As you follow the authority of God’s Word, may
God bless your life.
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